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principalities mostly under Tartar rule. The native.?
were not strong enough to claim as their own a rich
and populous city, whose liberties were protected by
the Western Christians, and which had moreover been
founded by aliens, namely, by one of those enter-
prising Norman chiefs, who in early times were, as we
know, the terror of all states and countries.1

It is thought that the Hanseatics had another
similar establishment at Pleskow, a city on the Velika?
and perhaps even a depot at Moscow, but undoubtedly
Novgorod was their most important station. Here
merchants and artizans fixed their abode, and drew
around them a rich commerce for the town. It was
the staple for Arctic and Byzantine riches, riches which
the more barbarian Russians did not understand how
to utilize like our cunning traders. As early as the
eleventh century we hear of a German trading settle-
ment at Novgorod. In 1269 the local ruler accorded
to the Hanseatics, "to the German settlement, the
Goths, and all peoples of Latin tongue," special free-
dom in dealing with his province.

As usual, the Hanseatics created a monopoly and
jealously excluded all strangers. Assigned in Nov-
gorod to a special quarter of the town, they built a
church of their own, dedicated to St. Peter, and
grouped their guildhall, shops, stores, and dwelling-
houses around it. The quarter soon became known
as the Court of the Germans at Great Novgorod, or
the Court of St. Peter. As at Bergen, it was built in

1 Rambaub, in his " History of Russia," says that Novgorod was
founded by Slavs, but that in the ninth century a castle and fort were
built there by Rurik the Norman.